Experience with ketoconazole in three major manifestations of progressive coccidioidomycosis.
Forty-seven courses of oral ketoconazole therapy administered to 46 patients with progressive coccidioidomycosis were evaluated. Responses, of varying degrees evaluated by a point system, occurred in 81, 94, and 91 percent of courses evaluated for skeletal, chronic pulmonary, and cutaneous disease, respectively. Presumed side effects occurred in 26 percent of courses and were generally minor and reversible. Relapse occurred in 33, 33, and 11 percent of evaluable responding patients with skeletal, chronic pulmonary and cutaneous disease, respectively. From this experience, ketoconazole appears to be an important advance in the therapy of chronic coccidioidomycosis. Whether cure is possible will require further study and follow-up.